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French 3 
 
Overview 
Students read great classics of French literature written by the most celebrated authors.  Works by 
Victor Hugo, Alexander Dumas, Jules Verne, and Gaston Leroux are accessed through student readers at 
various skill levels that incorporate exercises in reading/listening comprehension, grammar, vocabulary, 
writing, and speaking.  Le Petit Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry is read in its original text.  Students 
complete the Everything French Practice Book as a systematic review of all French grammar and must 
also demonstrate mastery of common vocabulary.  In addition, every student makes a formal 
presentation to the class at the end of each semester.  The course is conducted in French and students 
are expected to use French in the classroom. 
 
Grading 
Participation = 10 % of the course grade.  This grade is primarily based on conduct, participation in 
discussions/activities, and speaking French in the classroom.  Students are not penalized for making 
mistakes in speaking, but are expected to do their best to maintain a French-only classroom.  Students 
start each week with 5 out 5 points. 
 
Homework = 10% of the course grade.  Reading assignments and associated exercises are posted on the 
board.  Grammar exercises from the Everything French Practice workbook are assigned every Monday 
and are due Friday of the same week.  Students are expected to complete the exercises without 
consulting the answer key and then make corrections using a red pen.  Students turn in their workbooks 
every Friday for a homework completion grade.  Workbook exercises that show no evidence of 
correction or appear to have been merely copied from the answer key are graded as late. 
 
Assessments = 40% of the course grade.  Weekly assessments are comprised of the following: 

1. Grammar – based on the current assignment from Everything French Practice.  This section of 
the quiz should present no problems for students who complete the grammar homework 
exercises due each week. 

2. Vocabulary – list specified for study on Monday.  Students are given words in English and must 
translate into French with correct spelling (including accent marks).  This is usually common 
vocabulary that must be mastered for fluency and many of the words are review.  Students will 
find it more difficult translating from English to French than from French to English. 

3. Verb synopsis – one of 3 to 5 verbs specified for study on Monday.  A synopsis consists of all 
tenses and moods for one person-number (subject). 

4. Dictation – short passage from the current week’s reading assignments.  Students are strongly 
encouraged to reread the text beforehand. 

 
Exams = 40% of the course grade.  Students take a final exam over each book we read for the course.  
Semester presentations also count as exam grades. 
 
Help 
I offer extra help for French students during 9th period Mondays or by arrangement.  Vocabulary lists are 
available for study on Quizlet at https://quizlet.com/class/916686/.  During class I explain grammatical 
concepts in French, but I will be glad to explain in English upon request. 
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